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When the original idea that ultimately became Longmont Investing for Tomorrow (LIFT) was conceived of a year ago, much was different than it is today.  However, the vision that gave life to LIFT remains.  


Historically, as our local businesses have thrived, all of Longmont’s citizens have benefited.  Our past is replete with examples of how successful, forward-thinking business people have taken the lead in shaping and growing our community.  By putting the public’s interests ahead of their own, they proved many times over that the quality of a community is measured by the strength of its economic foundation.    Only with a strong and thriving business environment can a community support the arts, recreation, social services and all of the other amenities that are important to our residents.  

 



These days, concerned citizens worry that Longmont’s fundamental strengths are being eroded.  Budget shortfalls, endless studies, lawsuits and rancor among and about leadership are taking us off course.  Some of those entrusted to make decisions for our community lack appreciation for, or understanding of, the fundamentals of private business.  They minimize the importance of supporting the engine that has made Longmont so successful.  All too frequently we now see micro-management of city staff, the private sector and the non-profit arena by elected officials, further hindering those who wish to support a successful economic climate.


The stakes are too high for this trend to continue.  Absent a business-friendly environment, Longmont will slowly fade to the days of being a bedroom community for more far-sighted neighbors, thus eroding our quality of life.


To honor the tradition of proactive business leadership in our city, Longmont Investing For Tomorrow (LIFT) was formed to stand up for our strengths and to educate and inform our community on issues that impact a positive business environment.  


Recently, LIFT initiated, and substantially funded, the Economic Summit held in conjunction with the Longmont Area Chamber of Commerce.  The event provided experts familiar with the Twin Peaks Mall issue.  They updated the community on the issues surrounding the re-development of Twin Peaks Mall, answered questions and provided much needed perspective.  


LIFT, comprised of hundreds of individuals who share the common thought that Longmont is best served when its leadership subscribes to and promotes a pro-business philosophy, has continued to develop a diverse board to further explore issues of interest to the future of Longmont. We will strive for consensus so that when decisions are made, all views will have been weighed against the common good.  We will advocate issues and support individuals sharing our philosophy.  


As a non-partisan, 501(c)(4) non-profit organization, we are dedicated to preserving and advancing the positives of Longmont, from our quality of life to our economic foundations.


  
LIFT is about making informed, forward thinking decisions to promote Longmont now and in the future.  We look forward to complementing existing pro-business organizations and assisting them in the attainment of well-defined goals.  We invite all interested parties to join our grassroots effort.  


Longmont was founded by people who consistently made solid decisions to support business, knowing that this was the way to benefit the community as a whole.  Longmont has enjoyed the dividends of such decisions. LIFT is carrying on that tradition.  



If you would like more information or would like to get involved, please visit our website at www.longmontlift.org
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